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Orthy 20d dearly helaved-i in que 


/ > Lord Chriſty AGHcB69 You ANA 
3 '49 ; P 5. .- (Blaoe: 50myo08 Bates. — 
þ - hearts deſire, that thoſe wha bave 
as _— of theLearned, wonld zake in hand, 
by.choio&ercers, /to refrcfh; þ poog {gat = 
nant for the Teftimenyrol ofir-Lord Jelpss 

being: put to wandering, for: efferigg oy in 
the.gap 1n: day of Back lidiog, 2nd \Irypl. and 

Wrath. T fuppoſe:there..18 me, gorater, what 
the found of. our-Gaule, Call: Gooriage Pr-PUAI6C4 

mps hath not{pread it ſelf ;; which ef! 
repreſented thraugbout all- the pure Reformed 
. Churches, a Mindicatigerof us, might: caſtly be 
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extorted, and A—_— in behalt of the Lords 


work of Reformation, but even from thoſe who 
ceuld, bat would not ; which at firſt we did not 
miſtake, when the.ſtrangeſt in Iſrael for diſcern- 
ing times and fiyns of the Son of man, who for 


theiy Faith and H6pe had ous ſtretched others, 


ſeem to be damaged in head and heart by. 


that terrible-like blow ; yet we ſtrange, that 


wherf the Lbrd did: To gonvincinglyYn his ſpor- 
les. Providence five # call fo F: 

pearance, in ordering of their motions, and in 
teſtimony of his being »pleas'd with: his People, 
ſeal'd the Spirits of the dead and living ; fo by 
this time our darkneſs might ſeem to be much 
Rnaved, and-foatewhatiot theit damp-bf (paic 


probation, reachmg cheihearts of enemies, imdit- 
jet6hy to tis work-and cauſe, Now we 


the"'gnt, and Confeilion fromthe other , bac all 
we Hd ar miftake; fowe now from our fome- 
eienes Td heart forgave this lonp filence, know- 


me Hfiredly; ther Gods: Work, and Caule,and 


ty 15 approved to the hearts-of all our dear. 
ſt tends, though they:cannot fall upon'a fic 
means -of- contmumeating. their approbation; and 
alfo it. what they eary enn-to, have given full 


1s Peoples ap» 


tetoyered; corifideringnhe Bvidbnces ef Godgap- | 


1Won-' 


d&r- thtiwekavefo livnhs of a Viandiratioan from - 
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proof of their tellaw-feeling with, us; and-cheic 
tender.tefpet far the woth werkad in havidgyet 
itthall be: more relretbful,, when ſeemg/oneang; 
ther in the face here and hereafter; and re- count 
if poſlible all the Lord hath done to-us.; hut we 
ought humbly to ſubmit the ordering andtiming 
of that to him, who has fcattored, and:can gather 
again z until whiah time let us potdefsour Souls 
with patience, comforting our {elves 19 this; thac 
the Lord has not lefe ns comfortele[c; y ca, Fonow 
1} may beard without vanity, © ! if allithe {and 
were like that Sirffering-company, :excepring 
thote bonds, who had never any ground'to-:br 
alham &. My dear Companions 1n-cribulation, 
rez0Jce* that ever” the: Lord' determinate 4apiia 
ſtrong hand, to offer our ſervice ta him-''im ady 
part of his Work, ooOny being clear'd, caltd, 
how much;focver: refletied' wpon by ſeine ; bur 
I do without judging, leave tt betwixt the God 
of the holy Covenant, and their own Conſcien- 
ees; but my felf and others, we know, ſhould 
never attaitied to peace of Conſcience, if neg- 
tecing a clear.cal} to Duty, Yee muft-ſay,fach 
things as were flight to others, were to me ififup- 
portable binding, confidering how an unparat- 
lel'd Perſecution has been carried on. in Scotland, 
tor diſcountenancing anddiflenting from Prelates, 
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and conſidering allo the Piety of the Sufferers, 
chough but poor, and-mean,; and afflifted: [ 


think: when Scotland opened: a” mouth to: the 
Lord, in Covenant againſt Prelacy and Popery. ; 
diſadvantages were not- minded as that which 
give freedom from:their Obhigation, tor Nobles 
and: Barons were obliged to it as: well as the 
meaner {fort of.people ;_ fo to any rational Chri. 
ſtian,the prayers and tears. of Gods People groan- 
meg under 'violence done to :'bodies and confoi. 
ences :didical] for mutual 'hehp according 'to our 
power, eſpecially did they, beſeeching: us to help 
gs ow. There have many:things of 
ts kind: been heipd; with greater” Endourages 
ments, butmeverac|bacet call{ince thee firſt days of 
Reformation among us: . Bat let all men take 
heed, that ic- is no ſmall. marter:to' engage in-a 
naked duty wiahqurt. advintages dn:':che one 
hand, and attedded with many diladrantabet 
on the other- And moreover, comforting 'our 
ſelves ir this, the Lord/ftrengthning us to renew 
our: Covenant Engagements to }Qod's and: fo [ 
think; chat thoſe few Sufferets, are thoſe who 
has been appointed-to ſhow favour to the drofs 
and rubbiſh in. Zion, to the Golpel. buried in 
theſe Lands, which may prefage adreadtul groivth 
of Popery, if the Lord prevent it not. But now 
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where is the numetous company of Covenanters 
to God?. When the poor commons could (carce 
get accets, who now endeayour to. keep their 
Oath and promiſe to God above thoſe who ſhine 


ltke Torches for profeſlion, and give ground of 


probability to-do great things, and.prove worſe 
than nothing at laſt ; I ſay, when the poor coms 


mons . were. ſhowing themſelves zealous, could 


have no accels to appear, tor the thronging of 'Sus 
perior:ranks to them. |; My {heart is towards thee; 
yood: Governors of: 1jrael, who offered themſelves 
willingly, firſt and-Jaſt, achongſt che people of 
Zebulon and Napthaly, were a people that Jeo- 
pardize therr lives into'the:death inthe high pla- 
ces: but tor the diviſtens of Reuben, there were 
great thoughts.of heart ; for in:the remarkable 
providence of God, ſome of all theſe three King- 
doms;hath -been ative and zealonsfor-.a Retor- 
matioh-work , and 'gtver: ſufficient teſtimony 
thereto, It was allo in our engagement to'God, 
that we were once 1n.the Lord; and who knows 
but. our renting and {inful:debates may be-healed 
by our meeting there in thepood old way, where- 
Mm our Souls: had peace 5 and.oh it- that word: 
Covenanters for a Reformation-work: might bury 
theſe two of protetersand publick reſolutioners: 
And fince Eſther. is not. only: excufable, but com- 


mendable - 
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-mendable in going in to theKing uponthe fatery 
_ of her people : (urely they were very muchcom- 


mendable worthy alſo, who did endeavour rhe 
{atety of all his peoples precious priviledges ; 
And morever, let this be remark'd, that we are 
ſtill overcoming by our ſuffering tor a-Reforma- 
tion-work, in the ſinring up others, and confirms 
ing of many by the unanimous confent and tefti- 
mony of our full of grace and glory, eminently 
worthy brethren,in all the parts of their fafferings, 
who, though dead, ſhall fpeak while the Gotpe] 
1s preached in theſeiflands. Next God hath won- 
derfully ordered, that fince that time Popery and 
Prelacy has been wondertally withered ; 'and4r 
is the hope of ſome ſober men, who are fruntiul in 


their old age, that. they ſhall not become green 


again before its withering and plucking up 3 fo 
that it may be ſeen, that many. of his people. in 
this Land have had more peace and qunetnels than 
before, even for a long time ; that when the ene- 
my waited to {wallow us np, they are all fallen 
tn the ditch they prepared.ior us. And 1t thefe 
things follow upon the cordial-and conicionabfſe 
duty of ſome of his people, what might have 
been expected ? It all had been 1n their duty, 
ſurely by liberal chings Gods people ſhould have 
been confirmed, Likewiſe we may be contirmed 
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in this, That though the Sufferers were diſprobable q 
like, yet ſhewed their tender reſpe& to the glorious | 
intereſt of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, in giving ſull proof of | 
their zeal: but the Lord, when he ordered all things L 
wel, and had ſhewed it was ealze for him to promote his | 
work by contemptible means, ſaid, What was done, was 
enough, and that the time of our deliverance was not yet 
come 3 which, though ſad words, yet was no ſurprizal to 
the real godly ; but (ince. that time the Lord has been 
pleaſed to ſhow us what he-had'to do with us, in follow- 
og him 1n his Work. 

We may be comforted in this allo, in converting of fo 
many (trangers meerly to the power of God 3 and others 
have” found grace inthe Wilderneſs, | mean ſaving grace, 
agd that molt'convincingly toall that converſe with them. 
But [ canaot but add his wonderfully dealing, in providing. 


- 


the means of life for all his frieads. * 
Now there are many ſweet Scriptures. become our owa 
experience, fiace our Lord was known for a refuge 3 We 
heard of it before, but now we axe the living and ſtanding 
teſtimonies of - it ; but-is it not far better 'to contain all. 
that he may ſpeak what he hath done to our families, toour 
ſou!s and confciences. - | | os . | 
O! if tt were regiltfed what he hath donetg us,about us, ; | 
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and for us 3 | fay this in a word, he oftentimes comforts us 
over all- our ſorrows, and hath never to this day reproved | | 
us, but have given fylt and uaanſwerable Confirmations \ 
of being in duty, yea approves of zeal for him that any 
who ſhall be mcſt'in duty;: (hail be moſt commendable. 
Dear brethren,if ye conſider: the caufe,call,cireumſtances, 
concomitants of. duty, and the ſeals upon the hearts of 
the living-aad-the dead ;-we have not only. matter of 
great joy aud 'confolation in our-preſent Sufferings, but 
have alſo more than enough to anſwer any enemy 1a the - 
gate. : 
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pate.Let us not faint therefore, but patiently entre, that 
none may take our Crown: and though ſeparate one from 
another. meet at one and the ſame Throne, and that we 
may keep holy, faithful and ſtedfaſt, and notYare to ſeek 
any way to ſhift a Croſs, when call'd to ſuffering by any 
unwarrantable bond; which if any effay todo, he is at once 
plucking down that which he made it his work to build 
up; and once condemns Gods work of Reformation, yea 
fights agaioſt the cleareſt principle of natures light, yea 
and all the Reformed Churches in Exrvpe,Gernaxy, France 
and Ho'land wreſtling againſt theſe Romifh or Antichri- 
ſtian Impoſitions. Let vs alſo remember the inhuman uſage 
towards all the Martyrs, whoſe blood ;and whoſe heads and 


hands crys for ſtedfaſtneſs from all the 'parts of the Land, 


io n6t accepting a deliverance from 43r, Irvine ,Gleſgom. 
Tobteſt alſo,that ye remember heartily in your prayers.the 
poor Widows and Fatherleſs, that ye be not affrighted 
throughout the terror of enemtes,nof reproach bPfriends. 


But if there be any that will reproach, let him temiember- 


that it is of circumſtances only,and ſuch things cannot free 
4 mans oligation'from duty ; and therefore let allforbear 
who hath dorte ſb hitherto; if not for our ſakes, yet for the 
Goſpels ſake, for a little time will bury all circumſtances: 
and if tht- Lord ſhow kindnefs to generations following, 
the ſubſtance of that work will come to their hands, above 
the reach of all 'oppoſers. Study to be affeQionate alſo, 
and of ane mind to alfour friedds,of whom and ipaioft we 
could riot but' ſig. Tf we ſhowld think that Gods h6ttour: 
were not'4$ dear ro them.tho 'theybe permitred'to miſtake 
the ſeaſon of duty,the teſtimony being more eminent, the 
iryal more ſearching, happy ſhall he be who continues-to 
the end. Watch and pray,left yeenter into temptation. Now 
;he everlaſting blefing of him that dwelt inthe buſh be With you 
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